
We hope the fest ive season
has been t ru ly  wonderfu l  for
each and every one of  you!

As our  community  garden
i tsel f  rests,  we,  your  Board
and a few sta lwart  members,
cont inue to put  down roots
and move ahead wi th a l l  the
big and smal l  i tems that  need
to be addressed.  
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Happy New Year
Gardeners!

Your reminder  let ter  for  p lot
renewal  wi l l  come out  soon,
but  we thought  an update was
in order.

Fi rst ,  we want  to  thank
Maureen Pr idgeon & Ruby
Brown for  thei r  wonderfu l
work on the Steer ing
Commit tee in  the f i rs t  hal f  of
2024.  They both helped
hugely,  especia l ly  wi th
paperwork.  As wel l ,  we are
exci ted to welcome Ana
Olteanu and PJ as new Board
Members th is  year,  and Ruth
Ann Gal  as a Director .  They
br ing a great  new ski l l  set  and
expert ise a long wi th new
perspect ives which helps us
move forward.
 
This  has been an amazing
f i rs t  year  for  the garden
community.

Upcoming
Events

GARDEN SOCIAL
JANUARY 18,  5:30PM

6040 EAST SOOKE RD.
 Please br ing an appet izer .
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Recap of 2024
We took an idea that  ALR
land should grow food for  our
East  Sooke community  and
made it  a real i ty.

We created a n ice working
relat ionship wi th  Sooke Food
Chi ,  s igned a lease
agreement,  forged a great
working re lat ionship wi th
Royal  Canadian Mar ine
Search & Rescue (RCMSAR),
and created the East  Sooke
Community  Garden Society
(ESCGS).  This  took months
and masses of  meet ings.

We worked 460 volunteer
hours to remove invasive
species  on RCMSAR
property.  As you may know,
th is  is  part  of  our  promise to
RCMSAR and our  goal  to
enhance the ecosystem. We
col lected leaves/grass
cl ippings,  newspaper,
cardboard,  and organic goat ,
l lama & alpaca manure to
turn to compost  (suppl ied
of ten by wonderfu l  neighbours
and worked by volunteers) .  

We  cleared the land  (wel l ,
Les did most  of  th is) ,  dug
di tches and la id i r r igat ion
pipe and sandbags.

We got  a  small  well  and
pump  work ing (Sean was our
lead indubi tably)  to  feed into
a c istern beside the garden
which the nuns ( the Sisters of
Saint  Ann’s)  had operated
years ago.

We developed a good
partnership wi th  the Sooke
Food Bank and picked and
delivered masses of apples
in  the fa l l  to  them. We have
two large beds in  our  garden
dedicated sole ly  to  growing
food for  the food bank -  under
Josie ’s  guidance.

We purchased a water  hold ing
tank,  got  i t  del ivered to the
garden and another  donated.  
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THANK YOU!

We created a website  ( l inked
here)  -  yeah,  Loret ta!  

We made some temporary
f ixes to  our  garden shed .  We
built  a f irst-class fence  wi th
Les and the Herr ings leading
this  one.  We got  signage in
place.  We had soi l
amendment  & bark mulch
del ivered,  and garden beds
developed.

We signed a 10 year  lease
with RCMSAR for  th is  5 acres
of  land on January 1,  2025.

On January 2,  we sent  $1,308
to the BC Community  Gardens
to l ink our  ESCGS to them
and ensure a l l  members are
insured.

No doubt,  we are forget t ing
some accompl ishments.
This has been thousands of
hours of work by a great
team of people with lots of
community support.

Our members /  you are truly
inspirational.

You show up -  many of  you,
t ime and t ime again,  for  work
part ies wi th  enthusiasm,
determinat ion and heart .

I t  seems that  what  makes a
community  garden,  a
COMMUNITY garden is  the
posi t ive,  help ing of  others.

You guys do th is  in  spades!  
A dream team, and we thank
you f rom the bot tom of  our
hearts!

Yours in  community  gardening
and community  bui ld ing,
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Char lot te  Senay President
Ana Ol teanu Vice-President
PJ Secretary
Sharon Johnson Treasurer
Ryan Roberts  Director-at- large
Ruth Ann Gal  Director-at- large
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https://www.eastsookecommunitygarden.com/

